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in Japan; Chang Kung-chuan, Minister of Trans-
port, and Hsiung Shih-hui, member of the Military
Commission. None of these was particularly for-
midable in himself: but together they represented a
definite policy of co-operation with Japan rather than
resistance, and an implacable hostility towards the
Chinese Communists and the very idea of a United
Front. It was these men, led by Ho Ying-chin, who
were suspected in many parts of China (and not only
in the North-west) of wishing to turn the Sian situa-
tion to their own advantage by getting rid of the
Generalissimo and seizing political power.
Ho Ying-chin, as Minister of War, was put in
charge of the punitive expedition so swiftly organ-
ised against the Sian rebels; and it was he who sent
the invitation to Wang Ching-wei, shoddy Robes-
pierre of the Chinese Revolution, to return im-
mediately to China from Europe. Wang Ching-wei,
who has a record of political treachery unsurpassed
even in China, was known to have close relations with
Japan; from Europe he cabled an eager acceptance,
finding time to have an interview with Hitler before
he left. With Chiang Kai-shek out of the way, the ex-
Premier saw a heaven-sent opportunity to head a
Government based on the military connections of
the Whampoa Hsi, and actively supported by Japan
and the contracting parties of the "Anti-Communist
Pact." The news that Wang Ching-wei was returning,
with which the Sian leaders did not delay to acquaint
their prisoner, must have been distinctly unpalatable
to Chiang Kai-shek. The two were old rivals: there
was hardly room in China for both of them.
Chiang's own position in relation to these Nanking